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ENTERTAINMENT

Leslie Caron: how
fame discovered
a ‘Reluctant Star’

Two-time Oscar nominee

is the subject of a new doc
premiering at the Lightbox
LINDA BARNARD

MOVIE WRITER

Two-time Oscar nominee Leslie Ca-
ron has danced with both Fred
Astaire and Gene Kelly, been ro-
manced onscreen by Cary Grant and
was Warren Beatty's lover and muse
—she convinced him to make Bonnie
and Clyde.

Yet she's still worried people may
notshowup for Tuesday’s world pre-
miere of the documentary Leslie Ca-
ron: The Reluctant Star at TIFF Bell
Lightbox.

“You think some people will go?”
she asked from Sardinia, where the
celebrated French star of Best Pic-
ture winners Gigi and An American

and the café on the corner. “This
‘makes you feellike youbelong, Ifyou
arrive fresh into a different neigh-
bourhood, it’s very difficult.”

Caron is settled and happy with her
new life, and sounds proud when she
talks of making new friends “and the
most marvellous thing is, I have a
friend who is now 104. She has din-
ner parties!”

Never terribly interested in a Holly-
wood career, Caron was just as rel-
icent about appearingin adocumen-
tary?

“Yes, I was. That is true, I am by
nature...Idon'tlike toreveal myself:
Idon't like to open up.” said Caron. “T
amshy about that and it's true: at the
Dbeginning of my career I didn’t want
to be a movie star. I wanted to be a
dancer. I wanted to be like Anna Pa-
vlova”

Leslie Caron: The Reluctant Star, directed by Larry Weinstein, is part of TIFF's showcase on the director.

She initially rebuffed co-prod

in Paris was sitting on a
lea-draped terrace, enjoying the sun-
shineand view.

I assure her they will. The docu-
mentary by Canadian director Larry
Weinstein (The Devil’s Horn, Our
Man in Tehran) is a love letter to the
ballerina discovered at age 19 by
Kelly during a Paris performance
who went on to become a huge star
during the 1950s heyday of lavishly
colourful musicals.

Caron turns 85 on July 1 and her
voice, although a bit deepened by
age, sounds much the same as it did
onscreen 60 years ago, her French
accent melded with round English
tones. She makes her home in Lon-
don now.

It puts her close to her son, TV
producer Christopher Hall, as wellas
her latest job, playing Countess Mav-
rodaki in the British TV drama The
Durrells.

She left Paris at age 80 — which is
also where the documentary begins
— and it was a challenge, Caron ad-
mits. Initially, she missed her friends

Vanessa Dylyn

Caronl0 years agoabout adocumen-
tary. “T said, ‘What do you want to
talk about? There’s nothing to talk
about.”

Caron said she'd consider it after
the publication ofher autobiography,
Thank Heaven, which came out in
2009.

For someone who was hesitant
about the project, Caron is remark-
ably candid about her life in the doc-
umentary, speaking about her con-
trolling mother who influenced Ca-
ron to live out her unrealized ambi-
tions and who eventually committed
suicide.

Caron also talks about the breakup
of her marriage to British theatre
director Peter Hall and her disap-
pointment that she wasn't able to
have a successful film career in her
homeland after she left Hollywood.

The filmis also filled with clips from
Caron’s career and behind-the-
scenes stories, from the glamour of
shooling Gigi in Paris, to the Oscar-
nominated work she did on a

about an un-
married pregnant woman living in a
London boarding house in The L-
Shaped Room (1962).

Caron was also a nonconformist.
She stood up to studio brass who
insisted she pose for cheesecake
publicity shots that had nothing to
do with her films and channelled
Marlon Brando for her rebel’s take
on Ella in the 1955 Cinderella mu-
sical The Glass Slipper.

“I never told Marlon. He would
laugh,” Caron said brightly of how
her obsessionwith hisworkin Onthe
Waterfront helped her craft the un-
orthodox approach to the fairy-tale
heroine. “Tadmired Marlonsomuch.
Iwanted (Ella) to bea real little rufi-

As for dancingwith Astaire (in Dad-
dy Long Legs) and Kelly (An Amer-
ican in Paris), Caron says she didn’t
have afavourite.

“Iwas blessed to dance with both,”
she said.
Leslie Caron: The Reluctant Star premieres
June 28 at 6:30 p.m. at TIFF Bell Light-
box. Go totiff.net for tickets and info.

Leslie Caron starred in the 1958 film Gigi, among others, including 1951's An
American in Paris.




